
The Greenfield Hill Village Improvement 

Society held its Annual Meeting in the Grange 

Hall at 1873 Hillside Road. President of the 

Society, John Jones, conducted 

its business including Board 

Elections, Committee Updateõs, 

and a review of the Societyõs 

Finances. First Selectman, 

Kenneth Flatto, was on hand to 

talk about the Townõs response 

to the Nor'easter which swept 

through Fairfield in mid -March. 

He also answered general 

questions and addressed 

member specific concerns.  

Committee updateõs included: efforts by the 

òScenic Roadsò Committee to designate new 

roads and a project to install markers on roads 

already designated; the òSave the Grangeó 

Committee reported on continued efforts with 

Grange Board members to transfer the title of 

the building to GHVIS for repairs, maintenance 

and historical preservation work; the 

òFarmingó Committee reviewed their efforts to 

halt the growing trend of commercial business 

being conducted from residential properties in 

Greenfield Hill which are in violation of town 

zoning regulations. There was discussion 

regarding the following issues: the noise 

emanating from the new diesel generator on 

Hillside Road in the Village, undocumented 

stonewalls being built in the Historic District 

and along Scenic Roads, and the disappearance 

of rustic stonewalls in general.  

There was also discussion by the 

First Selectman of a proposal put 

forth by neighbors of the 

Greenfield Hill Green, which is 

owned by the town, to implement a 

series of òimprovementsó to the 

Green. The GHVIS Board is waiting 

on approval from the town before 

f o r m a l l y  e n d o r s i n g  a n y 

improvements to the Green.   

Other GHVIS projects included a $2,000 

donation to Fairfield Historical Society for 

lighting at the Ogden House. The GHVIS  and 

the three annual GHVIS  sponsored events: the 

lighting of the tree on the Green in December,  

the Pumpkin Festival at Greenfield Hill Farms 

in October (resident farmer Bob Haydu was in 

attendance and was acknowledged for his 

contributions to this time honored fall harvest 

event), and Board Member Melanie Marks 

gave a presentation on the Clean-Up Day in the 

Greenfield Hill Cemetery concluding with a 

short documentary film by Ruth Shapleigh -

Brown of the Connecticut Gravestone 

Network.   

Conservation Commissioner 
Frank J. Rice was on hand at 
the Pumpkin Festival to 
promote and sign the  
Commissionõ new booklet.  
The guide, òWalking 
Thorough Fairfieldõs Open 
SpacesñA Guide to Fairfieldõs 

Walking and Hiking Trailsó, 
contains extensive information on 
each location featuring: pullout 
maps, history, topography and 
flora and fauna in the area.  Dr. 
Rice has served on the Town of 
Fairfieldõs Conservation 
Commission for the past twelve 

years, and was Fairfield's 
2009 òFairfielder Of The 
Yearó. To find out how you 
can  purchase a copy of this 
valuable resource email us at:  

 
ghvis@ghvis.org 
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Dogwood Trees 
Greenfield Hill Village Improvement Society has a long history of planting Dogwood trees in and around Greenfield Hill.  Pict ured 
here are just some of the many trees that have replaced dead or diseased trees on or near the Greenfield Hill Green. 

 Thank You to our 2009 Volunteers! 

Pumpkin Festival 



òThis old burying ground, located on Bronson Road, contains the graves of approximately 1000 of Fairfieldõs earliest inhabitants. 
Among those buried are more Revolutionary War soldiers than in any other cemetery in the country -103, three soldiers of the French 
and Indian War, 25 graves of soldiers from the War of 1812, and six from the Civil War. The northwest corner of the cemetery was 
first used by the native Indians and simple field stones marked their burials. Also buried here is Dr. Isaac Bronson, who pla nted the 
first dogwoods on Greenfield Hill and his wife, Anna Olcott."  

"Over the years, until the Greenfield Hill Village Improvement Society got involved, the cemetery, like so many other old bur yin g 
grounds across the country, was neglected and full of toppled gravestones and overgrown weeds. The first reference we find to  work 
done by the Society is in 1921 when they òcleaned it up".           

      Excerptõs From: "Maintaining the Rural Character of Greenfield Hill" by John W. Field 

Greenfield Hill Village Improvement Society' latest efforts at preserving the cemetery were initiated in 2007 by Melanie Mark s.  Since 
then neighbors, GHVIS members, Fairfield Historical Society staff, town officials and volunteers with the Connecticut Gravest one 
Network gather at least once a year to continue with maintenance and restoration work.  
 
Mrs. Marks serves on the Greenfield Hill Village Improvement Societyõs Board and is Chairperson of the Greenfield Hill Cemetery 
Committee. The next clean-up day planned for September of 2010.  Find out more:  www.ghvis.org  

Scenic Roads  
Greenfield Hill is blessed with many scenic roads that characterize the rural charm of our New England community.  When trave lin g 

on a Scenic Road in Greenfield Hill or in the northern area of Fairfield you will find: mature trees, including our cherished  dogwoods, 

exemplary native vegetation, water courses of all kinds, memorable vistas, historic architecture and barns, and traditionally  dry set 

stone walls.  The Greenfield Hill Village Improvement Society, along with our neighbors, have been working together since 198 9 to 

designate a substantial number of the qualifying roads as òscenicó.  This designation helps preserve our roads from modifications, 

such as rerouting or widening, that would detract from their appearance.  

Fairfield has established a procedure for the designation of Scenic Roads and has shown its interest in helping residents protect the 

heritage of our town.  It is up to the residents to take advantage of this opportunity and to actively use any and all method s available.  

If you, or a neighbor, would like to have a road in Greenfield Hill designated email us at:    ghvis@ghvis.org. 

 

 

 

 

 
Scenic Roads 

 
* Banks North Road 

* Brett Lane 

* Brett Road 

* Bronson Road (between Old Academy & Hillside)  

* Congress Street (between Brett Road & North Street) 

* Duck Farm (between Greenfield Hill Road & Hill Farm)  

* Governorõs Lane 

* Greenfield Hill Road  

* Hill Brook Lane  

* Hulls Farm Road 

* Meeting House Lane 

* Melin Drive  

* Merwinõs Lane 

* Misty Wood Lane  

* North Street (west of Burr Street) 

* Old Academy Road (between Mine Hill Road & Burr)  

Greenfield Hill Cemetery  
 


